
Welcome back to our final term of 2026. The staff commenced with a 
professional development day led by Rev Dr Richard Leonard (Jesuit Priest). 
The themes of the day were three-fold – Faith, Hope and Love.  Offering a 
leadership of Faith, Hope and Love, Catholic Education stands for meaning, 
interconnectedness, hope, spirituality, the soul and a passion for this world 
while we look for the next. Along with parishioners and staff from St 
Joseph’s Bombala, our staff explored how our schools are meant to be 
places offering a sane faith, a sure hope and a deep love for God. Pope 
Francis designated 2025 to be the Church’s Year of Hope.   

1.     The bible gives us 230 names 
for God and so there are many 
ways to know God and many 
places where God meets us in our 
complex realities. Bouncing off 
The Truman Show we explored 
how God does not send evil 
upon us but accompanies us as 
we are called us to freedom from 
our destructive moments into the 
joy of being forgiven and loved.  
  
2.     Every mental health indicator in Australia demonstrates that things are 
deteriorating quickly for young and old alike. We have never needed to 
hope more than now in something greater, something more enduring in 
this world and the next. If ever we needed an example of how much hope 
we should have in Christ’s invitation to start again, we can reflect on the life 
St Paul who went from being a murderer to a missionary.  
  
3.     Love is the summary of Jesus’ message because Jesus said so: love 
God; love your neighbour; and love yourself. Our staff explored how the 
pilgrimage of faith is meant to be a journey of love where we communicate, 
or pray with God to be the best witnesses we can in the world. Pope Francis 
showed us how real and practical our sacrificial love needs to be.  Some of 
the feedback included:   

“I just wanted to say, 'thank you'!  Thank you for organising the best and 
most wonderful PD Day our school has had in a very long, long time.  I 
appreciate I'm not a teacher, but I believe our staff, and the parishioners, 
felt very grateful for being part of such a beautiful experience.   Thank you 
again, Warmest regards.”   

Sean, I just wanted to say thank you for organising today. That was the 
most enjoyable spiritual day I have had since commencing at St Patrick’s 4  
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“years ago. As a practising Catholic I really resonated with his messages. So once again, thank you for   

going that extra mile with the airport pickups, home stay and drop off.”  

Last week, we sent a Uniform Survey for parents to complete. The aim of our uniform review is to create 

a school uniform that instills pride in our students and school community, while being as functional, 

affordable, comfortable, and durable as possible. Our Uniform Committee will be reviewing and collating 

your feedback to provide a summary, so we can report back to the Senior Leadership Team on what we 

heard. Your input will help us seek samples for any changes to the uniform that can be considered for 

future implementation. Uniform pictures have been placed randomly through the survey to help with 

your responses. Already we have had close to 100 parents respond. This is encouraging as the Committee 

will meet and analyze the Survey results.   

Congratulations to our Primary Debating Team on winning the inaugural Dugald Mitchell Memorial      

Debating Grand Final. Well done to Ellie Reid (Year 6 student) on being awarded “Speaker of the             

Tournament”. A special thanks to Mrs Menshic for coordinating this opportunity for our students. In the 

next week, we will be wishing our student teams in Tournament of Minds (Arts and STEM) every success 

as they represent us in the International Final in Sydney.  

Thank you for your support with our Open Day held this week, followed by the Year 7 Information    

Evening in the Secondary Library. I know that our Grandparents and friends also appreciated the day and 

enjoyed visiting classes and sharing a picnic lunch.   

 

 

 

Dr Sean Mangan 

Principal 



 

 

Our Arts & STEM  

Tournament of Minds  

teams received their 

team shirts today ahead 

of the International      

Finals to be held in     

Sydney from the 31st  

October.   

We are 'Team ACT'   

because they are our 

nearest Branch - very 

happy to make up 2 of 

the 4 secondary school 

teams for the ACT!  

Crazy Sock 

Day                

in support of 

the work of 

the Catholic 

Mission    

Australia 



We are deeply grateful to former 

student, Emilia (Class of 2023) 

for the extraordinary mural she 

created as a gift to our school.  

Representing the past, present, 

and future of our community, 

this artwork is a vibrant            

reflection of our story and spirit. 

Emilia generously gave up    

countless hours, including   

weekends, school holidays, and      

precious time in between her 

Year 12 studies, to bring this   

vision to life.  

Her dedication, creativity, and 

love for our school shine 

through every brushstroke.  

This mural will continue to       

inspire and connect generations 

of students.  



Congratulations to our Primary Debating Team on winning the inaugural 

Dugald Mitchell Memorial Debating Grand Final. Well done Ellie Reid on being 

awarded speaker of the Tournament. Thank you Mrs Menshic!  

Wigs For Kids 

Hi, my name is Claire , I am 9 yrs old and I am in 
Year 4 and I cut my hair for ‘Wigs for Kids’. In 
case you were wondering ‘Wigs for Kids’ is a 
company that makes wigs for children that have 
cancer. I cut 20 cm of my hair and sent it to ‘Wigs 
for Kids’ so they can make a wig for a child with 
cancer. 

It feels good knowing that I have helped      some-
one deal with cancer a bit more. I felt  nervous at 
first, but now I feel like a really good person. I 
hope you know how good it feels to help people. 
A lot of people are proud of me, and I am too. 

If you have done this in your life you should be 
proud of yourself too. 

I am writing this so people know that helping   
people with cancer is an amazing feeling! 



Check out our 

new selection 

of sports books 

that are now in 

the Primary    

Library!  

Drawing the beauty of God's Creation in Kindergarten  

 

 

Beautiful creations  

from Kindergarten  

in breaktime.  



 

 
       

Kindergarten showing off 

their tennis skills.  

 

Year 6  

1 Gold  



A big thank you to all our Q&A panel members for giving up their time to provide       
valuable insight into what it means to be a leader at the  

Year 9 Leadership Retreat. 

Year 9 were exploring themes of trust, honesty and respect as part of the day.  

 

Congratulations to our 

Week 2  

Award Winners  



 

Year 5  

Cooba Camp 

  Kindergarten - Preparing our prayer table for the month of the holy rosary.  



https://careers.cg.catholic.edu.au/jobs/casual-teacher-d7868653-1a56-4336-91fe-927330a1075d  

 

Expressions of interest are 
invited for boys from      

Year 3 - 5 to try out for the 
AFL pathway                          

in Term 1 of 2026.  

 

Please see the Facebook 
page for details: 

 

https://
www.facebook.com/

CanberraGoulburnSport 

https://careers.cg.catholic.edu.au/jobs/casual-teacher-d7868653-1a56-4336-91fe-927330a1075d


 

 

 

 

 




